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The professor and the frog

One day Professor succeeded in his experiment. He was so excited that he shouted loudly
“Yeah!” Suddenly a frog jumped out of his meal box. A question flashed into Professor’s
mind: why should the frog jump? He caught the frog, placed it on atable, and shouted “jump”
at the frog, and so the frog jumped. Then Professor cut off a back leg of the frog using a
scalpel and shouted “jump” again at the frog, but this time the frog had no reaction. So
Professor concluded: “The frog lost its hearing with the loss of aleg.”

The next day Professor realized that there was something wrong with his conclusion of
research on the frog, so he redid an experiment. He first destroyed a frog’s hearing (I don’t
know how Professor did it. Could he have possibly plugged cotton into the frog's ears?), and
then threw the frog into a pot full of boiling water — the frog leaped out right away. So it was
high temperature that made the frog jump, thought Professor. To verify the thought, Professor
then put the frog into room-temperature water and gradually heated the water. As aresult, the
frog had not jumped out even after the water boiled.
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Koch's postulates



