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Assisting tools in stereological studies: current status and perspectives

YANG Zhengwei
( Morphometric Research Laboratory, North Sichuan Medical College, Nanchong 637007, China)

Abstract Stereological studies of biological tissues under the microscope involve a series of procedures
including fixation, dehydration, embedding, sectioning, staining, sampling and measurement of fields of
view, etc. The assisting tools in stereological studies are those that facilitate the procedures. A key assis-
ting tool currently available on the market is the stereology image system which includes a computer image
and grid system, a motorized microscope stage, a stage Z-axis position measurement device, etc. Some
other assisting tools that were used or are potentially developable and useful are systematic slicers, embed-
ding molds, date recorders, etc. They are reviewed systematically in this article, and hope to be helpful
for the application of stereology.
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